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From: The Commandant.
To The Commander Caribbean Ses Frontier.

BUBJECT: Lose of USS ERIE - 12 NHovember 1942.
Enclosure: (A) Sketeh of tracke of USS ERIE and USS BPRY,

1. The following detailed events and actions of the
escort vessels with TAG-20 at the time and after the ERIE was
torpedoed, obtained from the Commanding Officers of the vessels
concerned, followa:

REFORT OF

e PC-583, 589, S50-533, VAN KINSBERGEN and a motor
torpedo boat left Willemetad for patrol duties off the harbor.
The subsidiary convoy got under way at 1130 Queen and stood out
of the harbor on base course 180°, heading toward the rendezvous
point. During this period the escort vessels carried on the
normal search plan. The cain convoy from Trinidad was sighted
at about 1500, At 1635 the subsldiary convoy wse joined to the
main convoy and steaming on the base course. At 1703 the ERIE,
on station starboard bow of convoy well out, was hit by terpedo,
thereafter turning to course about 1 into the wind. The ves-
gel appesred to be burning. The VAN KINSBERGEN K whose-statlion
was about elx miles ahead of the convoy, the HIﬁHLE, the 8C-533
and the SPRY searched the area around the ERIE. The 8C-51%
dropped destructive barrage ahead of ERIE which was on course,
east at this time. One vessel aleo dropped charges and this
PT vessel was seen to be fired upon by a merchantman in the star-
board column which was estimated to be No. 72, At this time there
were three planes overhead. The convoy did not change course,
but proceeded on her base course. At about 1715 the Aruba convey
was on the horizon and at 1810 wae in pesition in the main convoy.
At 1815 a merchantman in the firet column, belleved to be No,
12, fired about eix rounde to port. At 1817 a PC vessel reported
a submarine on the surface on the port quarter of the convoy.
The BIDDLE was seen to head over in that direction. The convoy
was making eight knots.

REPORT OF PC-624

This vessel reports seeing a flerce fire giving out heavy
black smoke burning on the ERIE and that vessel changing course
to an easterly one, No signals or messages were sent out. The
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ERIE steamed across the van of the convoy, then paralleling 1t
on the reverse course and the VAN KINSBERG , BFRY, PC=H7
changed course in the direction of the ERIE while the EIDDLE
ran through the convoy taking the leading position, Several
Planes were sgean cireling overhead and a PT boat was cireling
the ERIE. BShortly thereafter the Aruba convey, escorted by a
PC and an 8C, Joined TAG-20, At 1712 a merchant vegeel in the
leading column wee seen To open fire, although its target ocould
not be observed, At 1810 the merchant ship in No, 1 column was
seen to open fire to port, riring six or eight ghelle, although
l1ts target could not be observed. The PC-545 reported sighting
& submarine nesr her then position and that vessel opened gun-
Tfire on this object, The PC-62Y4 ecircled to port to Join in the
hunt together with the VAN KINSBERGEN and the QUEEN WILHELMINA,
"We were unable to obtain & eound contact." "At 1830 the VAN
KINBBERGEN directed us to Join her in search astern, a distance
of about six miles away." "The SPRY wae seen to head toward
Curacac with ERIE which was still blazing." "At 1915 we re-
ported to the Escort Commander (BIDDLE) that sweeps astern

were belng made and requested orders which were received at
1927 toe rejoin convoy which orders were completed at 0015, "

At no time did thie vessel have & sound contact, sight periscope,
submarine or any lndicatlon that a submarine was present before
or after the ERIE was torpedoed. "We were unable to see the
targets being fired on by the merchant vessels,"

REFORT OF Pﬂ_ﬁ%%
8 vessel observed an exploelion abaft the deck-

house of the ERIE, which was bellieved to be a torpedo striking
her fuel oil tank, because of the flames and dense smoke being
glven out. The E was seen to turn toward Willemstad, At
1822 a periscope and about four feet of a submarine's conning
tower were geen approximately one mile between this vessel and
the convoy. It was believed that this submarine was likewlege
geen by several of the vessels in the convoy for at least two
of them were firing at the same time, We slghted the connlng
tower which was vielble to ue for about ten seconds, indicating
that the submarine was on a southerly course, "This vessel went
to general quarters, hesded for a position to attack the submarine
whlle veesels 1n the convoy continued firing after the submarine
hed submerged and during our sound search toward the last known
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position of the enemy." "During thle time, shelle landed about
500 yards off each bow and one wae heard as 1t passed overhead,"
"Our sound attacke were not good although a number of echoes
were heard and investigated, none of which had the character-
istics of a subtmarine and, from the ranges of the echoes, 1t was
decided that they were caused by vessels in the convoy." "At
1434 had a falr sound contact and commenced an attack." "Contact
was weak and the only information obtalned was that it wes mov-
ing rapidly to the left during the last stages of the attack."
"Dropped a barrage of five chargee set to one hundred feet at
1536?" "At about 18737 QUEEN WILHELMINA drnpgad a barrage about
five hundred yards off our starboard bow," "We could not regain
contact but continued to search the area until ordered to rejoin
at 2035." V"It is our opinion that the gsubmarine escaped by turn-
ing into end under the convoy, making our sound search ineffective,"

REFORT OF UB3 SPRY

‘Thie vessel reported the torpedolng of the ERIE in Latitude
12° 03' N, Longitude 68° 58' W. at 1701 Queen, 12 November., The
SPRY was patrolling starboard bow of convoy, EAE-ED, with ERIE
ahead; convoy course 300, Five ghips had just Jolned from Our-
acap and four more were coming in from Aruba. ERIE was noted
to be on a northerly course when hit., SFRY went ahead full
speed to close convoy and posltion of ERIE, At 1706 made
reasonably good sound contact., At 1709 fired elght charge
pattern at mean depth 150 feet with no trace of damage., At
1712 ERIE requested BPRY to stand by and BIDDLE was directed to
take charge of convoy. While standing by ERIE and attempting to
uge fire hose, many echoes were plicked up on Asdic believed to
be wakes of PT boat which had come out of Willemstad., At 1822
gunfire was obeerved from ships in the convoy and FC-545 reported
the submarine conning tower sighted which he attacked with depth
cherges on a Tair contact. At 1545, while maneuvering arcund the
ERIE, a signalman reported he sighted a perlscope and feather
of gubmerine and one charge was dropped Just forward of the re-
ported track, While several ewirls from PT boat in the water
around the ship were geen and gound contact had been made on
many wakes, no claseifled contects were actually made. At 1822
obeerved gunfire from ships in the convoy firilng at something on
the port side and at a seemingly short range. e Commanding
Officer of the SPRY helleves that the submarine was between the
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ERIE and the convoy when the ERIE was attacked.

REFPORT OF PC-
This vessel proceedéd towards Sector 1 to relleve SFRY

which etcod over to aselet ERIE, Between 1710 and 1725 observed
shipe on starboard bow of convoy firing deck guns to starboard.
At 1725 eighted five men in the water, position marked by a flag.
Bearched area and Sector I, no contact., The Duteh erulser
lowered a boat to plek up the survivers at 1755. Observed ships
in the convoy to fire their deck gune on port bow of the convoy,
but could not see thelr target, At 2010 this vessel flred four
rounds of etar shell, nothing was sighted., Resumed patrol in
Sector 5§,

REFORT QOF US8 BIDDLE

Posltion was in Sector 2, patrolling port bow of convoy.
At 1616 was relieved and.proceeded to new station five miles %o
stern of convoy, At 1703 the-stern of the ERIE was seen to be
in flamea, convoy at the time belng off Willemstad, Thlia vessel
proceeded towards starboard side of the convoy and at 1709 ob-
served SPRY make depth charge attack astern of the ERIE., At
1712 ships in statlon 72 and 73 were observed to open fire in
a northward direction. The VAN KINSBERGEN was observed to make
a depth charge attack in thls area and one or two PC boats were
searching while the BFRY proceeded to the assistance of the ERIE.
Upon orders, BIDDLE proceeded ¢o Bector 1, convoy resuming course
295 with five new ships Joining on the port side. At 1820 machine-
gun fire waeg obgerved, belleved to be from PC boats on port quar-
ter of convoy which was followed at 1522 by fire from the stern

of at least two merchant ships in the same area., At this

time PC-545 reported submerine on surface. Ordered that vessel
to attack and to remain until further orders. At 1826, on
orders from BPRY, the BIDDLE headed down port eslde of convoy to
investigate an exploslon which waes believed to be from the ERIE,

i

GEO. L. WEYLER.
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